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he brought forward a measure to levy duties on glass, paper, white and red
lead, painters' colours, pasteboard, and tea imported into the American colonies,
that " he knew the mode by which a revenue might be drawn from the Americans
without giving them offence."

The Townshend duties were in the eyes of the colonists a hostile act; and
they were bitterly attacked in North America. In 1770, therefore, North pro-
posed to repeal the objectionable Revenue Act; but at the same time it was
announced that the duty on tea was to remain; and that attempt to justify tie
parliamentary right to levy taxes on the colonists completely defeated North's
efforts at conciliation. As it happened, on the same day as the prime minister
rose to inform parliament that the Townshend duties were to be swept away
Boston witnessed that " bloody massacre " which was sedulously used by those
working for American independence to inflame public opinion against the
British connection; and at the same time liberty of conscience seemed
threatened by the news that the Anglican bishops contemplated taking parlia-
mentary powers to establish episcopacy in North America.

The bad blood was thickened by a number of other circumstances. In 1773
the Boston papers published private letters which had passed between Governor
Hutchinson and Lieutenant-Governor Oliver of Massachusetts and Thomas
Whately, formerly Grenville's private secretary; and the bitterness of the
government's attack on Franklin, who had stolen the letters, converted a
possible friend of mediation into an implacable enemy. Moreover, it was un-
fortunate that North's Regulating Act of 1773, the first statesmanlike attempt
to deal with the problem of India, should increase the Americans' hostility
towards the Mother Country. By this measure the East India Company was
to have the monopoly of supplying America with Bohea tea, and was permitted
to carry it direct1 to colonial ports. There is no doubt that North meant this as
a concession to the colonists: direct importation would make Bohea tea avail-
able for-the colonists at 35. a pound, whereas in the Mother Country the cost
was exactly twice that amount. But a principle was involved; and in defence
of that principle the Boston " tea party " was organised in December 1773.
And the resistance of the people of Boston was the signal for a general display
of lawlessness and disorder in the other colonies.

What were George's views on the situation ? He shared the contemporary
opinion that the British parliament had the right to tax the colonists; he was
wholeheartedly in favour of the retention of the duty on tea in order to maintain
that right; but at first he hoped that the right to tax might be retained without
inflaming colonial tempers; and while it is impossible accurately to state his
views on the situation in those early days there is some evidence for thinking
that he meant even the duty on tea to become a dead letter. After the Boston

1 Hitherto it had been reshipped from England.